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750 seats alotted in round two of IIT admissions  

 8 Jul 2014 Hindustan Times (Mumbai) 

MUMBAI: The second round of seat allocation for Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT’s) saw 750 students 

being offered admission to the coveted institutes. The list was declared on Monday morning.  

Around 650 seats saw no takers after the first allocation round, the last date to confirm admission for which was 

July 6. According to MK Panigrahi, chairman of the JEE Advanced, the total number of seats across each IIT is 

yet to be compiled.  

Also, an additional 23 seats have been offered in the second round, which was not offered in round one. “These 

are some seats t hat come under t he physical disability and other quotas that were not included in round one. 

Computer Science still remains to be the popular choice,” he said.  

In the first round 9,711 seats were offered, out of which, 9,061 were accepted. The remaining vacant seats after 

the first round, however has the institutes worried. Last year too, close to 200 seats across the institutes 

remained vacant after all rounds of seats allocations. The falling interest in IITs has been attributed to the top 20 

percentile criteria set by the IITs for admission eligibility.  

This year, Andhra Board’s top 20 percentile list closed at a whopping 93% while many other boards closed at 

much lower percentages, creating an uneven pattern.  

 

Students have till July 10 to accept the admissions offered in the second round and pay the fees. The third round 

of seat allocation will be declared on July 12.  

The first choice: Why IIT Bombay is the first choice for 

many 
— By Vinita Bajari,  July 07, 2014 12:52 am  

http://freepressjournal.in/the-first-choice/  
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There’s something about IIT Bombay. It’s proven by the fact that year after year, a majority of the JEE toppers 

opts for it. Vinita Bajari finds out why the institute is so loved. 

Like every year, most of the JEE-Advanced top rankers have opted for IIT Bombay (IIT-B) as their first choice. 

Apart from the subject combinations, there is something about the coveted institute that it attracts so many 

students. So what makes the institute a favourite? 

“There is a magnetism about IIT-B that I cannot explain. I don’t say that it does not exist in the other IITs, but 

the pull of IIT-B is much stronger,” Nishit Agrawal, who has studied electrical engineering there is known to 

have said. 

For years now, the media has projected IIT-B as the Mecca of technical education in India, and justifiably so. 

Year after year, the institute has consistently produced sharp minds. “That, however, is not the reason why 

students choose IIT-B,” says alumnus Shailesh Dave. The first and the most popular reason why people choose 

IIT-B, is for what everyone might term ‘having a life’ or even a ‘lifestyle’! “When I was making my choice, I 

went by what I had heard from others. Many told me that life at IIT-B is fantastic. And after spending four years 

on the campus, I couldn’t agree more. In fact, when I was looking for admission, I was willing to take up any 

branch as long as I got IIT Bombay. My preference was electrical engineering but I got only civil so I made the 

choice of institute over branch.” 

Lokesh Padhye, Assistant Professor at IIT Bombay, feels that from the student’s perspective, this established 

institute has a great deal to offer. “The disposition here is different. Students want the IIT-B experience, and of 

course, you remain an IIT-B alum for life!” In addition, students want to opt for the brand value during 

placements, and even after. 

Brand value aside, the one common opinion is about the experience one gathers by being part of an institution 

like the IIT. “Hostel life and the class experiences are the same, no matter which IIT you choose,” says Dave. 

Another IITian, Sohit Gupta, who completed his BTech in electrical engineering from IIT Bombay adds, 

“Going through such an institute and the sheer brilliance of the people you meet there, adds to your own 

intellect. And if you follow their progress after getting out, you feel proud to be associated with such 

‘geniuses’.” 

The extra-curricular life here is unparalleled, and it shows in the institute’s popularity.  Bijoy Kochar, second 

ranker at the JEE in 2012 hailed from Mohali, which is closer to IIT-Delhi, but decided to take admission in 

Mumbai because “everybody had good things to say about it”. This of course has something to do with the 

contours of the campus, with hills, lakes and all the greenery, which influences many choices. 
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Chitradurga synchrotron is down, but not out: IISc. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/chitradurga-synchrotron-is-down-but-not-out-

iisc/article6184778.ece 

The Indian Institute of Science (IISc.) on Sunday dismissed reports that its plans for the multi-crore 

‘synchrotron’ — gigantic high-energy electron accelerator — had been scuttled.  

The project was in limbo as it awaited a feasibility report.  

There had been no communication from the Centre that the project was being called off, said D.D. Sharma, 

member of the expert committee formed by the Scientific Advisory Committee to the Cabinet to study the 

proposal’s feasibility.  

The IISc. was, in 2010, given the go-ahead to submit a detailed feasibility proposal to the SAC-C.  

The synchrotron, which has been proposed over a 100 acre space in Chitradurga, is a circular installation that 

operates roughly on the same principle as does CERN’s Large Hadron Collider. Charged particles are 

accelerated to move in an orbit at nearly the speed of light, generating electromagnetic radiation.  

Synchrotrons are relied upon for a huge spectrum of research that ranges from experiments in scattering and 

diffraction to tests in imaging and spectroscopy.  

Meeting convened 
 

“The expert committee is still active, and a meeting was convened by the Planning Commission just a few 

months ago to chalk out what is needed to acquire a very advanced research synchrotron,” said Professor 

Sarma, who is also professor at the Solid State and Structural Chemistry Unit at the IISc.  

No country that considered itself scientifically advanced could afford to lack a synchrotron, Prof. Sarma 

maintains. “Today, Taiwan, South Korea, Brazil and China each have more than one facility.”  

At the moment, India accesses synchrotrons abroad, including in Germany and Italy. Two synchrotrons in 

Indore are also used, although they are not considered “internationally competitive”.  

“A synchrotron is a big investment, but India is not a small country and scientists here can’t afford not to have 

one,” said IISc. director P. Balaram. “It will have to eventually come up.”  

Expertise from IITs to be utilised for cleaning Ganga: Uma 

Bharati  

http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/expertise-from-iits-to-be-utilised-for-cleaning-ganga-uma-
bharati_945788.html 

New Delhi: Union Minister for Water Resources Uma Bharati on Monday said expertise from premier IITs 
would be utilised for cleaning river Ganga, which would completed at the shortest period.  
 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/chitradurga-synchrotron-is-down-but-not-out-iisc/article6184778.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/chitradurga-synchrotron-is-down-but-not-out-iisc/article6184778.ece
http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/expertise-from-iits-to-be-utilised-for-cleaning-ganga-uma-bharati_945788.html
http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/expertise-from-iits-to-be-utilised-for-cleaning-ganga-uma-bharati_945788.html


Page 9 of 12 

 

"We will be using various technologies for rejuvenation of river Ganga. We will be utilising the services of IIT 
experts and explore all possible options," she told reporters on the sidelines of Ganga Manthan here. 

"The Modi government is concentrating on how fast we can usher in development without any flaw... We are 

executing things at a fast phase. The Ganga rejuvenation project would be completed within the shortest 

period," she asserted.  

 

Replying to a query on the inter-linking of rivers, which was the vision of former Prime Minister Atal Bihari 

Vajpayee, she said that there was no progress in the last 10 years in this regard. 

 

"The concept of interlinking of rivers has been halted. The earlier government did nothing... Therefore, it has 

not progressed further in the last 10 years. There was no activity... We would use modern technology for the 

purpose. We will not flout any environmental rules in anyway," she added.  

 

Bharati also announced that a web portal would be launched as part of Ganga clean-up to get suggestions from 

various stake holders.  

 

"We have decided that we will create a website for Ganga and by the end of this week, suggestions will be 

uploaded. We will discuss the suggestions and move towards a conclusion," she stated.  

 

She emphasised on creation of a structure to take effective action against those committing offences, so that the 

society itself protects the free flowing nature and purity of Ganga.  

 

Citing the Nirbhaya case, she said that incidents such as rape have not stopped despite creation of tough laws. 
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PUNE UNIVERSITY RENAMED SAVITRIBAI PHULE 

PUNE  

8 Jul 2014 Hindustan Times (Mumbai) 

MUMBAI: From now, the University of Pune will be referred to as the Savitribai Phule Pune University. The 

state government has taken the decision to rename the Pune university after social reformer Savitribai Phule.  

Savitribai Jyotirao Phule, who, along with her husband Mahatma Jyotirao Phule, played an important role in 

improving women’s rights in India during British rule. They opened the first women’s school in India at Pune in 

1848. The decision was taken after the University of Pune sent a formal proposal to the state government 

following a huge demand from several organisations representing the backward classes (OBC). The government 

hopes that renaming the university after Phule, it will send a positive message to the society. Phule, who 

pioneered in women education and worked towards making education available across sections, looked beyond 

caste and class.  

“I welcome the decision to rename the university by the name of a progressive woman like Savitibai Phule. It 

has recognised the work of the great woman and also given a message to the new generation,” said Hari Narke, 

head and professor of Mahatma Phule Chair Pune university.  
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